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EARN YOUR
 HIGH SCHOOL
 DIPLOMA 

Our four Excel Center locations support you with flexible programming, transportation assistance, and high quality childcare.



















Have questions or want to learn more?

Send us a message and we’ll assist you along your learning journey.





 













 Name*

 


 Email*

 





 Phone Number*

 


 Location*

Select a location
Elkhart
Gary
Hammond
South Bend

 




 Message*

 




I agree to the Privacy Policy






94870
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BUILD SKILLS FOR WORK AND LIFE
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The mission of the Excel Center is to provide adults the coursework and support needed to earn an Indiana High School diploma to help in pursuing career and college pathways. 

Personalized Attention

Our courses are designed to meet students at their level, regardless of how long they’ve been out of the classroom.

College Credit / Certification:

Our pre-college programs offer college credit and industry certifications, ACT and SAT prep, and financial aid counseling.

Goodwill Support:

Students can work one-on-one with a Life Coach or a team of their peers to talk about the challenges of balancing school and life and to celebrate their achievements.






Apply Now






























MAKING IT HAPPEN

We’re here to meet your needs in all you want to achieve.
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How We Meet Your Needs
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Flexible schedule (AM/PM)
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Free drop-in childcare with academic support
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Transportation assistance
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What We Help You Achieve
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Core 40 education and high school diploma
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College credits and admissions support
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Post-diploma certifications




















KIDS EXCEL: SETTING CHILDREN UP FOR SUCCESS, TOO




















Our Excel Centers offer Kids Excel, a free drop-in childcare service that provides educational programming through HighScope—so that while you’re learning, your child will have a curriculum of their own.




Research proves that high-quality early education improves a child’s chances for long-term success. Kids Excel and HighScope provides these foundational educational opportunities and so much more, from conflict resolution strategies that help preschoolers solve problems, to activities that promote the home-school connection.


















Locations




Serving you where you are in Michiana and Northwest Indiana






















Elkhart
Address: 2626 Prairie St.


Elkhart, IN 46517


Phone: (574) 206-4880


Email: [email protected]













Gary
Address: 4830 W. Ridge Road


Gary, IN 46408


Phone: (219) 980-6381


Email: [email protected]













Hammond
Address: 3438 169th St.


Hammond, IN 46323


Phone:  (219) 844-1911


Email:  [email protected]













South Bend
Address: 2721 Kenwood Ave


South Bend, IN 46628


Phone: (574) 314-5570


Email: [email protected]





















Board Members







Debie Coble
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Business Represented

Goodwill Industries of Michiana 

[email protected]





Title

President/CEO














Mary Pat Latowski
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Business Represented

SYM Financial Advisors 

[email protected]







Title

Vice Chair 














Dana Trowbridge
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Business Represented

First State Bank

[email protected]





Title

Treasurer 














Juliann Jankowski
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Business Represented

Ivy Tech Community College 

[email protected]





Title

Board Member 














Anthony Allison
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Business Represented

Crowe

[email protected]





Title

Board Member














Ann Carol Nash
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Business Represented

Halpin Slagh, PC

[email protected] 





Title

Board Member














Wally McQuade
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Business Represented

INVO Cleaning Services

[email protected]





Title

Board Member 














Andrea Pearman
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Business Represented

Diversified Marketing Strategies 

[email protected]





Title

Board Member














Pastor Kelly Williams
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Business Represented

[email protected]





Title

Secretary














Louis Gonzalez
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Business Represented

Ivy Tech Community College 

[email protected]





Title

Board Member














Marguerite Taylor
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Business Represented

[email protected]





Title

Board Member



























Excel Center FAQ







Who is the McKinney-Vento Homeless Children & Youth Program Liaison for the Elkhart, Gary, Hammond, and South Bend Excel Centers?
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McKinney-Vento: Homeless Children & Youth Program Liaison Members

 

Elkhart:

Mike Gallo

School Director Excel Center Elkhart – McKinney-Vento Liaison

[email protected]

2626 Prairie Street

Elkhart, IN 46517

574-850-8808 (cell phone)

 

Gary:

Maria Lopez

Lead Life Coach – McKinney-Vento Liaison

[email protected]

219-980-6381

4830 W. Ridge Road

Gary, IN 46408

 

Hammond:

Joycie Brantley

Life Coach Hammond Excel – McKinney-Vento Liaison

[email protected]

219-844-1911

3438 169th Street

Hammond, IN  46323

 

South Bend:

Melissa LaPlace

School Director Excel Center South Bend – McKinney-Vento Liaison

[email protected]

574-314-5570

2721 Kenwood Avenue

South Bend, IN 46628

 








Where can I find more information about the McKinney-Vento: Homeless Children and Youth Program?




[image: Dropdown arrow]





IDOE Website McKinney-Vento Program:

https://www.in.gov/doe/home/mckinney-vento-homeless-children-and-youth-program/

 

Homeless students’ rights:

https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Students-Rights.pdf

 

Directory of State and Federal Resources:

https://naehcy.org/sources

https://www.ed.gov/

https://homelesslaw.org/

 

Bulletins and other resources:

https://garyhousing.org/

https://www.in.gov/fssa/dfr/snap-food-assistance/

https://foodbanknwi.org/










How do I enroll? How long are terms?  
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Enrollment is open to any Indiana resident who does not have a high school diploma. Submitting your application is an easy process: Click the button at the bottom of the page to apply and our staff will contact you. Please call if you don’t hear from us. If you have high school credits, please contact that high school to obtain a copy of your transcripts. Schedules are year-round with five 8-week terms.








What does an average day look like?
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Day and evening courses are offered Monday-Thursday with Fridays available for extra tutoring and support. Partial and full-day schedules are available with classes offered in the morning and afternoon to fit around your schedule. Some locations also offer evening classes.








What certifications do graduates receive? What’s the difference between a GED and a High School diploma?
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Students graduate from The Excel Center with an Indiana Core 40 high school diploma, not a GED. Opportunities are also available at all locations for college credit and industry-recognized certification courses.








What’s the difference between a GED and a high school diploma? 
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The Core 40 high school diploma marks a student passing all the requirements to graduate high school in Indiana. A GED is a General Educational Development program, or GED, is an alternative to the traditional high school diploma that’s given after a 7-hour test on five subject areas. Individuals who have a GED may still enroll to earn a Core 40 high school diploma.








Do you have a Blog I can follow?
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Yes! You can follow us here!



















Kids Excel FAQ







Does my child qualify for Kids Excel?
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If you are an adult enrolled in one of our Excel Centers: Yes! Kids Excel is a free drop-in childcare that’s available for all Excel Center students.








What does an average day look like?




[image: Dropdown arrow]





Kids Excel is built around the HighScope curriculum, which provides a consistent routine day-after-day that gives children the sense of security they need to make choices and take risks, which opens the door to exciting learning opportunities. Click here for details.








What is HighScope?
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HighScope works side-by-side with teachers and programs studying classroom practice and child outcomes. The HighScope Curriculum is uniquely designed to provide a rich academic foundation while promoting independence, decision making, cooperation, creativity, and problem solving in young children.








What positive outcomes do you see from the Kids Excel program?
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Research proves that high-quality early education improves a child’s chances for long-term success and that the positive impact of high-quality early education goes beyond the child to improve the lives of future generations. Children who receive high-quality early education compared to those who do not:

• Are more prepared for school

• Are more emotionally mature and self-regulated

• Have higher graduation rates and college attendance

• Have more stable employment and higher salaries

• Create more stable home environments for children

• Are healthier adults

• Are more civically engaged
















Goodwill Industries




IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS





To learn more about the policies and programming of our Excel Centers, consult these documents or give us a call at (574) 472-7381.




Esser III Fund Plan
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Seclusion/Restraint Policy
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Virtual Public Hearing Center
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School & LEADS Board Meeting Calendar
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Student Handbook/Calendars/Student Rights
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South Bend Excel Center Annual Report
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Hammond Excel Center Annual Report
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Elkhart Excel Center Annual Report
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Gary Excel Center Annual Report
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Getting started is fast and easy. Click to apply!

Apply Now
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1805 W. Western Ave.
P.O. Box 3846
South Bend, IN 46619
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574.472.7300
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